
Wreaths Laid in Remembrance 
 
World War 1 Soldiers from Alvingham 

• Pte Sydney Arnold Wright (remembered on this grave), No 14624 of the 8th Bn 
Lincolnshire Regiment. Killed in acFon on 3rd July 1916. 

• Pte Sidney Johnson, No 15294 of the 1st Bn Lincolnshire Regiment. Killed in acFon on 
1st July 1916. 

The two soldiers fought in the same trench system known as Crucifix Trench in the village of 
Fricourt near Albert on the Somme. They were killed two days apart and their bodies were 
never recovered. Their names are engraved on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme. This is an Anglo-French Memorial which bears the names of more than 72,000 men 
of the UK and South African forces who have no known grave and who were killed before 
20th March 1918. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 
1916. At the rear of the Memorial is a small cemetery containing 300 French and 300 
Commonwealth graves, demonstraFng the joint nature of the 1916 offensive. 
 
In May 2024, two wreaths were laid at the Memorial. The inscripFon on each wreath reads: 

With sincere graFtude from your home village of Alvingham (name).  
“We will remember them.” 

 

 
 
In June 2024, commemoraFve plaques for Pte Sydney Wright and Pte Sidney Johnson were 
fibed on the pathway around the Lochnagar Crater, situated near the village of Laboisselle in 
the Somme. The crater was created by a mine which was detonated on July 1st 1916, 
marking the first day of the Bable of the Somme. The plaques are on the newly-replaced 
walkway in SecFon J, clockwise from the cross, closest to the empty chair memorial. 
 


